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  The international agricultural R4D community 

  Food security challenges 

  The key & escalating role of monitoring earth 
resources in improving the effectiveness of agricultural 
development and humanitarian strategies, policies, 
and investments 

  An urgent plea for continued and increased support 
and partnership in monitoring earth resources for 
agricultural development purposes as a major 
contribution to accelerating and enhancing 
humanitarian, economic growth & security outcomes 



 > 2,000 scien+sts  
 100 countries  
 > US$500 million p.a. for agricultural R4D 
 Alliance of 64 governments, private founda+ons,  
        and interna+onal and regional organiza+ons. 

  

www.cgiar.org 



  IFPRI's Mission 
  To Provide Policy Solu+ons That Reduce Poverty and End 
Hunger and Malnutri+on 

  2009 Budget US$57M 

  301 staff members  
  (DC based, 84 senior research staff, 25 are out‐posted, 
mainly in SSA) 

www.ifpri.org 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Source: IFPRI IMPACT simulations, April 2008 
for the International Ag. Assessment (IAASTD) 



Global Maize Price, 2000‐2050 

Source: IFPRI IMPACT simulations, April 2008 



Source: IFPRI IMPACT simulations, April 2008 
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Growing Number of the Poorest in SSA: 
Living below US$0.50/day (1990‐2004) 





Interna)onal Agricultural (R&D) 
Geospa)al Community (par+al) 

CGIAR Consor)um on Spa)al Informa)on (CSI); 
15 Centres + Partners (including FAO, UNEP, USAID, 
vendors.. Etc) 

AGCommons; 
Gates Founda+on program on Geospa+al Technology 
for Agricultural Development in SSA 

“African Agriculture Geospa)al Week.”  
Nairobi, March 31‐April 4, 2009. (Bamako 2010) 



Persistent plea from all mee)ngs, from all 
agricultural development par)es 

1. It is urgent and essen)al to have credible assessments of 
the distribu)on and intensity of the agricultural lands of 
Africa (especially croplands)? 
2. How to get such es)mates over )me (every 2‐3 years)? 
3. How to get informa)on on the nature of cropping 
systems (and ul)mately for some specific crops)? 
4. How to get beaer informa)on on the performance of 
cropping systems (not just area)? (links to ag. stats) 
5. How to complement with beaer data on infrastructure 
(e.g., terrain, roads, small dams, storage & markets)? 



A Partnership Offer 

• The CGIAR and its partners engage extensively in field 
work in the agricultural lands of SSA. 

• The CSI welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the 
increased ground‐truthing effort that will be required to 
derive these improved monitoring products 

• The CSI (& FAO & possibly AGCommons) would 
welcome partnering as advocates and champions for 
these new products and in the development of concrete 
proposals for ac)on 



Some Poten)al Op)ons? 
(see also “GEO Workshop Report”, FAO, July 2007) 

•  Enhanced free/v. low cost access to exis)ng higher 
resolu)on imagery for development and humanitarian 
purposes (e.g., NGA and private sector) 
•  More strategic acquisi)on/compila)on from exis)ng 
plajorms (LANDSAT, CBERS, Rapideye, Radar?) 
•  Stra)fica)on (research?) of groundtruthing needs/
strategies (terrain, agroecology, farming systems) 
• Re‐processing of exis)ng holdings with improved ground‐
truthing, methods, and partnering (e.g. CSI,  SERVIR 
• Enhanced US‐Europe RS community partnerships, also for 
value‐added applica)ons (e.g., FEWS‐GMFS)  


